The Conundrum in the Diagnosis and Management of Atypical Fulminant Measles in a Leukemia Survivor on Maintenance Chemotherapy.
We report the diagnostic and therapeutic challenges in an unusually fulminant presentation of measles, presenting as severe necrotizing bronchiolitis with secondary hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis (HLH) in the absence of classical clinical features in an immunocompromised host on maintenance chemotherapy. Our patient had presented with features of a viral pneumonitis without the classical exanthem, in combination with HLH. Although rhinovirus-induced HLH was highly unusual, the positive rhinovirus swab result had distracted us from the eventual diagnosis. This calls for greater impetus to increase awareness and public education to improve vaccination rates and herd immunity to curb outbreaks and protect the immunocompromised patients.